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Abstract 

Noise pollution has emerged as one of the most critical environmental issues in modern India, 

profoundly affecting the health, well-being, and quality of life of citizens, particularly in the 

National Capital Territory of Delhi. This study critically examines the legal framework 

governing noise regulation in India with a specific focus on Delhi’s urban noise crisis. Rooted in 

the constitutional guarantee of life and personal liberty under Article 21 of the Indian 

Constitution, the research explores how legislative and judicial mechanisms address noise as an 

environmental pollutant. Despite existing laws such as the Air (Prevention and Control of 

Pollution) Act, 1981, the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, and the Noise Pollution 

(Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000, enforcement remains limited and fragmented. Empirical 

investigations and literature reviews reveal that rapid urbanization, industrialization, and 

unregulated use of loudspeakers and vehicles are significant contributors to excessive noise 

levels in Delhi. The research highlights noise pollution’s adverse physiological, psychological, 

and social impacts, supported by findings from judicial precedents and public health studies. It 

further identifies deficiencies in policy implementation and proposes the need for specific and 

stricter legislation, effective monitoring mechanisms, and public awareness measures. Using 

both doctrinal and empirical methodologies, the study concludes that without a coherent 

national noise abatement strategy integrating legal, administrative, and technological 

interventions, the pursuit of a sustainable and healthy urban environment remains elusive. 

Keywords- Legal control, noise pollution, Delhi, Environment (Protection) Act 

INTRODUCTION 

Environment is an aggregate of all external conditions and influences affecting the life and 

development ofan organism. Once it is disturbed, no better living conditions for human beings 

can be created. Hence to makethe enjoyment of life more meaningful, the preservation and 

protection of natural environment must be givenpriority and the human activities causing  

imbalance must be stopped forthwith. Justice P. A.Choudhary of Andhra Pradesh High Court, 
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while expressing his views on the need of environment in theenjoyment of life and personal 

liberty under Article 21 of the Indian Constitution in T.Damodar v. State of Andhra 

Pradesh has rightly observed1: “The enjoyment of life and its attainment and fulfillment 

guaranteed by Article21 of the Constitution embraces the protection and preservation of natural 

gifts without which life cannot beenjoyed.”The view of the learned judge seems to be based on 

the principle involved in Article 25 of the UniversalDeclaration of Human Rights 1948 which 

stresses the quality of human living from the health point of view. Itreads: “Every one has a right 

to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and hisfamily.” 

The creation of adequate conditions for healthy living of the people is dependent on natural 

environment.Once it is disrupted by human activities; possibilities of healthy living become quite 

difficult. The humanactivities causing ecological imbalance do not recognize territorial 

boundaries; hence the problem ofenvironmental protection has rather become a global issue 

before the family of nations, which needs theircollective efforts for controlling it. 

Sound is an integral part of our civilization and its importance cannot be ignored. It is a mode of 

communication by which we exchange our thoughts and feelings. All our ethos and pathos are 

connected with the sound. We each react to sound in our own ways. It also ensures the 

development of the society as a whole. But when this sound becomes unpleasant or unwanted 

and accompanies physiological and psychological deterioration, it is called noise. 

Noise of dhol, dhapli, bigul and shankhhas been in the root of our Indian Culture. There is hardly 

anyreligious ceremony or festival in India being performed without any noise. But due to the 

rapid growth ofurbanization and industrialization, noise has become a serious challenge to the 

quality of life of the people inmost of the industrialized countries. Noise has rather become a 

permanent feature in the normal life of thepeople. The noise carries its adverse effects on human 

health, animals and birds by way of causing varioushealth hazards. Thus, noise is poised to 

challenge to human survival. 

(a) Legal Control of Noise Pollution 

Noise in recent years has emerged as one of the important pollutants of environment. In fact, it 

needs somelegislation for its control like the Air Pollution Act and Water Pollution Act but no 

legislation for it has yet beenenacted despite the fact problem of noise is, in no way, less delicate 

than the problem of air and water pollution.No doubt, there are some Central and State 

enactments which directly or indirectly relate to the problem of noise;however, there is no 

 
1Kamboj, N.S. (1993). Control of Noise Pollution. Deep & Deep Publications, New Delhi. pp 1-19. 
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specific legislation in India as in some other countries to meet the growing challenges ofnoise 

pollution on national level. 

This new problem of noise pollution has emerged in recent years in India which is an outcome of 

the indiscriminate use ofloudspeakers. Its indiscriminate use from religious places and in 

performance of religious ceremonies anddiscourses sometimes makes it so difficult for the 

people to enjoy their basic freedoms with all human dignity.No doubt in India, enactments for 

environmental protection exist, but the gravity of the problem of noisepollution has not yet been 

realized by the Government. However, noise has been included within Section 2 ofthe Air 

Pollution Act and further under section 6(b) of the Environment Protection Act enabling the 

CentralGovernment to enact the rules for the control of noise pollution. In pursuance thereof the 

Government notifiedAmbient Air Quality Standards in respect of noise2. The Central Pollution 

Control Board has also approvednoise standards for different sources of noise, which have not 

yet been notified by the Government. 

No doubt, these noise standards may be helpful in controlling the problem of noise to a greater 

extent,however, to control the rapid growth of noise in the country and to keep the environment 

noise-free for thepeople, some specific and strict legislation to solve the problem of noise 

pollution has become an urgent need ofthe day. 

(b) Noise pollution has adverse effect on human health  

The noise pollution is regarded as a regular exposure of elevated sound levels that may lead to 

adverse effects in humans and other living organisms.World Health Organization(Report 2001) 

stated that “Noise must be recognized as a major threat to human wellbeing” The noise pollution 

depends upon some factors such as intensity of sound waves, frequency, time of exposure and 

intermittence of sound, it causes especially  through road traffic, aircraft, railways, buildings, 

industry, loudspeaker, domestic appliances etc.  

Since the development of science and technology, industries, trade and commerce, noise 

pollution became a widespread and growing problem all over the world.  In India, not only the 

metropolitan and big cities are affected by the noise pollution whereaseven the small towns, hills 

and rural areas are also affected by the noise pollution. The environmental noise levels of city 

basically depend upon the extent of social,cultural, commercial and industrial activities and 

population density of that particular area. The people nowadays willingly reside near to industry 

premises, factory workshop premises, national and international airport and railway stations and 

thus becomes the worst victim of noise pollution. Moreover,workers who are directly engaged in 

various factories and industries and are continuously subjected to high and alarming noise levels 

 
2The Constitution of India. http://indiacode.nic.in/coiweb.htm 
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of this order face health issues in many ways.  This enhancement of noise level is now being 

noticed as one of the major disturbances in the life of citizens because it hampers the mental and 

psychological growth of the people and with the excessive noise levels it becomes difficult to 

perform the daily and requisite chores of the life of the citizens. People are not willing to accept 

excessive noise level (i.e more than80db) and as a matter of fact it is the need of the hour to 

provide a satisfactory acoustic environment to the citizens and bring the requisite improvement 

in quality of life. 

Noise pollution did not create much public concern due to ignorance about the serious effect of 

noise on both workers in industry in particular and the public in the community in general. Noise 

is an important environmental pollutant like noxious gases that befoul our air, water and soil. It 

destroys bridges and produces cracks in buildings. The noise can cause skin and mental diseases. 

It has been revealed that noise is a technology created problem and that the overall noise doubts 

every ten years keeping pace with our social and industrial progress. According to Robert Koch a 

Nobel Prize winner German bacteriologist "A day will come man will have to fight merciless 

noise as the worst enemy of health."3 The problem of noise pollution has already crossed the 

danger point and noise like smog, is threatening as a slow agent of death.4 It is hard to find, even 

in rural areas, any place where the only sound are those produced by nature.5 

The potential health effects of noise pollution are numerous, pervasive, persistent, medically 

and socially significant. Noise produces direct and cumulative adverse effects that impair health 

and that degradesresidential, social and working environment with corresponding real 

(economic) and intangible (well-being) losses.Noise represents an important public health 

problem that can lead to hearing loss, sleep disruption, cardiovasculardisease, social handicaps, 

reduced productivity, negative social behavior, annoyance reactions, absenteeism andaccidents. 

It can impair the ability to enjoy one's property and leisure time and increases the frequency of 

antisocialbehavior. Noise adversely affects general health and well-being in the same way as 

does chronic stress. Itadversely affects future generations by degrading residential, social, and 

learning environments with correspondingeconomic losses. The aim of enlightened 

governmental controls should be to protect citizens from the adverseeffects of airbornepollution, 

including those produced by noise. People have the right to choose the nature of their 

acoustical environment; it should not be imposed by others. 

 
3
Vijaya lakshmi. Dr. (Miss) K.S. “ Noise Pollution” in Martin J. Bunch, V. Madha Suresh and T. Vasantha 

Kumaran, eds, Proceeding of the third International Conference on Enviroment and Health, Chennai, India, 15-17 

December, 2003. Chennai: Department of Geography, University of Madras p. 597-603   
4
Bijayananda Patra v.District magistrate, cuttak, A.I.R.2000 Ori. 70   

5
Quoted in Gurdip Singh ‘Enviormental Law’ p.198   
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We are living in the modern welfare state and irrespective of all the welfare programs of the 

Government, it is the duty of the State to provide sanitation and good health to its citizens. In this 

regard the present study deals with various dimensions of the noise pollution and this study has 

the ultimate goal of identifying different ways to improve the acoustic environment, but 

generally only rudimentary measures have been reported so far as concerned. These acoustic 

metrics may be overly simplistic for hospital environments. Additionally, a number of 

“mechanism” studies evaluating changes in the acoustic environment are needed in order to 

optimize the effectiveness of acoustic or behavioral alterations. We should prevent exposure of 

noise in working environment to save our precious life. 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

BOOKS: 

Bhatia SC, Textbook of Noise Pollution and its Control, 2017 

This textbook on noise pollution and its control has been written to provide basic concepts of 

noise, its effects and control in industrial and non-industrial sources. Various engineering 

approaches such as use of silencers, mufflers, shields, barriers and improvement in the design of 

machinery and reduction of noise at source have been discussed in detail. The textbookalso 

includes the various control measures of noise in industries such as paper, mining, food 

processing, metal, rubber and plastics etc. The instruments for analysis of noise are also 

discussed in depth. The present book emphasizes that general measures can also be adopted to 

control and prevent the occurrence of noise pollution. These measures include general awareness 

among the people by educating through newspapers, TV and co-ordination with planners and 

environmental authorities. 

Singh Gurdip, Environmental Law in India,2005in his book describes the obvious implication 

of noise is, of course, the potential for noise-induced hearing loss. In addition, noise produces 

other health effects, influences work performance and makes communications more difficult. 

Besides, the fauna in the forests and other areas surrounding the mines/industrial complexes is 

also affected by noise and it has generally been believed that wildlife is more sensitive to noise 

and vibrations than the human beings.He further talks about the noise sensitivity among the 

people varying from tender age to older age in human beings and suggests noise pollution 

control measures in the urban as well as rural areas of the country. 

Enda Murphy and Eoin King, Environmental Noise Pollution,(2014) 

This book deals with Noise Mapping, Public Health and Policy and also addresses the key 

debates surrounding environmental noise pollution with a particular focus on the European 

Union. Environmental noise pollution is an emerging public policy and environmental concern 
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and is considered to be one of the most important environmental stressors affecting public health 

throughout the world. This book examines environmental noise pollution, its health implications, 

the role of strategic noise mapping for problem assessment, major sources of environmental 

noise pollution, noise mitigation approaches, and related procedural and policy implications. 

Drawing on the authors' considerable research expertise in the area, the book is the first coherent 

work on this major environmental stressor, a new benchmark reference across disciplinary, 

policy and national boundaries. 

Agarwal S.K, Noise Pollution, (2005)  

The author emphasizes that Noisepollution affects human beings at threelevels: auditory effects, 

non-auditory effects and physiological effects. Noisepollution control avenues include insulation 

of noise source, isolation of noisesource, personal isolation, volume reduction, legal protection, 

ekistics andpolitical will. Many countries have adopted ambient noise pollution standards but in 

India it is yet to be implemented. 

 

Singhal S.P, Noise Pollution and Control Strategy [2005]  

This book deals with Noise Pollution and Control Strategy and also discusses the basics of 

acoustic propagation, reviews the problem of noise generation over all national and international 

situations and gives various techniques available for noise measurements and assessment, health 

effects of noise, the standards adopted by various countries of the world, environmental impact 

assessment techniques, control measures and status of noise measurement and abatement 

practices. In the last chapter, an effort has been made to lay an appropriate strategy to control 

noise. The book concludes with the future vision in the area of noise pollution. 

 

JariwalaC.M,Environment and Justice [2004]  

This book looks into the judicial handling of environmental litigations. It disseminates 

information about tools used by the judiciary and the time consumed in the administration of 

environmental justice. The book exposes the unexposed who played a negative or environment 

friendly role in the protection of environment. A specific study of the outputs of the Indian 

judiciary is made pointing out the merits and flaws and their effects on the Indian environment. 

The judicial activism has brought in new environmentally friendly principles and provided new 

vision to the then environmentally blind Constitution. 

 

RESEARCH PAPER AND ARTICLES: 

• Davar and Singh (2004),Journal of Human Ecology (Delhi, India) 16(3):181-187 
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in their paper on Noise pollution - Sources, Effects andControl describe the life of the people. 

Cross-section surveys of the population in DelhiState points out that main source of noise 

pollution are loudspeakers and automobiles.However, female population is affected by religious 

noise a little more than malepopulation. Major effects of noise pollution include interference 

with communication,sleeplessness, and reduced efficiency. Generally, a request to reduce or stop 

the noise is madeout by the aggrieved party. However, complaints to the administration and 

police havealso been accepted as a way of solving this menace. Public education appears to be 

thebest method as suggested by the respondents. However, Government and NGOs canplay a 

significant role in this process. 

 

Chauhan and Pande (2010) Study of Noise Pollution Level in Different places of Haridwar 

and Dehradun city (India). Environment Conservation Journal 2008; 9(3): 21-25. 

deal with monitoring of noise pollution at differentzones of Dehradun, Uttarakhand, India. 

Exposure to high level of noise may causesevere stress on the auditory and nervous system. 

Transportation and horn used invehicles are the major sources of noise pollution in Dehradun 

City.The assessment of noise pollution can be made through measurements which, 

however, are restricted to a limited number of points. The simulation of the sound waves 

propagation enables the study of a whole region in respect to the expected sound pressure 

levels as a result from existent sound sources. Of course, in order to perform a meaningful 

simulation, the environmental properties as well as the characteristics of the sound sources 

must be modeled. The results obtained may be gathered and presented graphically as in a 

so called noise map. Actual measurements are used to verify and adjust the simulation to 

the real situation. Noise mapping techniques together with standards for the calculation of 

noise propagation are powerful tools to aid urban planners in correctly applying noise 

abatement measures in an economically feasible way. Nevertheless, the results of such 

mappings rely on a great amount of data, location and strength of noise sources, 

groundgeometry, location and geometry of buildings, etc. This work also discusses the 

sensitivity 

of the obtained simulated noise levels to the quality and precision of the geometric data 

available. 

 

Barbara Griefahn et al. (2006)Journal of Sound and Vibration 1095-8568compared the 

effects of road, rail, and aircraft noise and tested the applicability of the equivalent noise level for 

the evaluation of sleep disturbances. Study finally concluded that the rail traffic noise was more 

harmful with respect to physiological sleep parameters as compared to air and road traffic noise. 

Qudais Saad Abo et al. (2005)Perceptions and Attitudes af Individuals Exposed to Traffic 

Noise in Working Places,Building and Environment, Volume 40, Issue 6conducted a study 
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with the objective as to evaluate the impact of traffic noise on exposed owners and employees of 

businesses near to road edge. At the same equivalent noise level, single individuals were reported 

to be more annoyed than married individuals. Single females were found to be more annoyed by 

traffic noise than single males. While for married individuals, females were found to be less 

annoyed than males. 

Surender Mohan et al. (2008), “Noise Pollution in work Environment and its Health 

Impacts in Indian Conditions”, Highway Research Journal, Vol. 1, No. 1identified six 

different occupations in their study and the effort had been made to assess the risk of health due 

to noise on the workers involved in various types of occupations. Noise exposure standards and 

the damage risk criteria to hearing impairment had been discussed in this study on the basis of 

physical sound pressure level and duration of exposure to noise for Indian Community. Various 

options for controlling noise had also been recommended for the group of workers working at 

different work places. 

Mina H L et al. (2004), “Road Traffic Noise Pollution and Control”, Indian Highways, Vol. 

32, No. 6. in their study suggested traffic noise control by noise reduction at source, streamlining 

traffic flow, landuse control, improving road structure viz. noise barriers, buffer zones, porous 

asphalt pavement, designing building with sound insulation. 

Bhaskar, Ashish, Chung, Edward, &Kuwahara, Masao (2007) Development and 

Implementation of the areawide Dynamic Road Traffic Noise(DRONE) Simulator. 

Transport and Environment, 12(5), pp. 371-378in his study discussed the areawide Dynamic 

Road Traffic Noise (DRONE) Simulator, and its implementation as a tool for noise abatement 

policy evaluation. DRONE involves integrating a road traffic noise estimation model with a 

traffic simulator to estimate road traffic noise in urban networks. The output from DRONE was 

linked with a geographical information system for visual representation of noise levels in the 

form of noise contour maps. 

Umesh Sharma et al.(2008), “Studies on Traffic Related Noise Pollution in Commercial 

Areas of Chandigarh (India)”, Indian Highways Journal, Vol. 36, No. 10.presented status of 

noise pollution in commercial areas of Chandigarh due to road traffic. The study indicated that 

noise levels in commercial areas exceeded permissible levels. A correlation model of noise level 

with traffic characteristics had been proposed. The model could be used as an effective tool in 

traffic management, land use planning and pollution control. 

Sharma V P (1978), “Traffic Noise: A Consideration in Planning”, M. Planning Thesis, 

School of Planning and Architectureconducted a study with the objectives of the study to 

evaluate noise in Indian cities and assessment of traffic noise in relation to hierarchy of roads, 

layout of residential areas (conventional &neighborhood type) and height of building to give 
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guidelines in network planning to minimize the traffic noise problem. He finally concluded that 

noise level in grid iron type layouts were considerably high and were unacceptable. 

Bhattacharya C.C. (2002)Journal of the Institution of Engineers (India): Environmental 

Engineering Division, 83, 7-13presented noise standards in few countries, Federal Highway 

Administration (FHWA) standards and Ambient Noise standards in India for different landuses 

and residential areas. Factors affecting generation of highway traffic noise, noise prediction 

methodology, strategies for noise control (at source, transmission path and noise abatement 

measures through barriers) were also discussed in this study. 

 

RESEARCH PROBLEM: 

Noise reduction is the most paramount problem and at any cost this nuisance hasto be reduced.  

The seriousness of the issue of noise pollution is very important to understand. The Government 

of Delhi   needs to attenuate noise by way of providing barriers. Further, it is learned that the 

barriers for controlling noise are very much effective. There are advantages and disadvantages 

using barrier, there are indirect benefits of using cost effective barriers like thatched leaves. 

In the present work I have to consider the issue of reducingnoise along roads, highways, 

industries, factories, flour mills, railways and aircrafts etc. to suite Indian working condition. 

Here, investigation is to be carried out in different ways to find out the main source of noise 

pollution in different areas of Delhi and what is the permissible limit of noise in Delhi and what 

mechanism the Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi is adopting to curb the noise 

pollution in Delhi. 

HYPOTHESIS: Legal provisions for controlling noise pollution in the National Capital 

Territory of Delhi is sufficient in curbing the noise pollution. 

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY: 

Noise is one of the most progressive environmental problem. Noise pollutant producers 

contaminated environment, which appears in the form of nuisance and affects the health of a 

person, his activities and mental abilities. Serious physiological and psychological damage to the 

inheritance is going on in the Indian towns and cities by excess environmental noise. 

 The main objectives of the study are provided as below: 

• To study in detail about the sources of noise and to suggest about the control mechanism 

in order to control noise from those sources because sound, of course, is a symbol of 
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progress and the aim of this research work is not to stop sound but to prevent it from 

reaching the stage of noise. 

• To study the effect of noise on the health of human being, wild animal and on non-living 

matters. 

• To study the legal control on pollution 

• To study the relevant policies of W.H.O and conventions of United Nations. 

• To study the relevant legislation of the Indian legal system relating to noise 

controlenvironmental policies of both the Government of India and the Government of 

National Capital Territory of Delhi. 

• To study the judicial trends as to curb the noise pollution. 

• To study about the drawbacks of existing legislations of the Indian legal system and 

to suggest some specific and strict legislations to control the growing problem of noise 

pollution on national level in India as best suited sculpture and social system. 

• To do an empirical study in order to find out the repercussions of the problem of noise 

pollution and its effect on the health of the people and also to make the study about the 

legal control of noise pollution and to find out the lacunae in control of noise pollution. 

We have to examine the major features of noise abatement legislation and give stress on binding 

together all the elements of an overall noise abatement strategy in to a legislative framework.  

This research work aims to make noise policy meaningful and purpose oriented one as it gives 

stress on the important areas by planning, financing and enforcement to curb future noise 

pollution. This study will help the government organizations to curb the problem of noise 

pollution in the area of National Capital Territory of Delhi. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The purpose of this research work is to collect all authentic legal and extralegal materials 

relevant to the topic, which comprises with the provisions of the Constitution of India, legislation 

in force, judicial pronouncements,government policies and scientific devices for controlling 

noise pollution in Delhi.WHO is also of the view that noise pollution is the third severe form of 

environmental pollution in the world apart from Water and Air Pollution.The 20th century was 

the noisiest century in the history of the world, resulting in the greatest loss of natural quiet in the 

history of the world. Noise spread into previously quiet lands, penetrating suburbs, rural areas, 

and even protected wilderness. Therefore in order to protect human life it becomes inevitable to 

analyze the secondary sources such as text book, digest,journals, legal lexicons, foreign journals, 

newspapers and dictionaries etc .All legal materials can be arranged under appropriate heads for 

review purposes. The current research work may give a big hand to this endeavor. 
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The proposed work is a blend of doctrinal as well as empirical research methods to check the 

effectiveness of legal provisions for controlling the noise pollution in the National Capital 

Territory of Delhi.  

Data Collection 

Data and information required for instant research work is based on: 

Primary data that has to be collected by the structured interview with the help of a schedule.The 

present research is aimed to check the levels of noise pollution in different areas of Delhi with 

the help of primary data which is to be collected from the Delhi Pollution Control Board.  

Moreover, the relevant data regarding the number of citizens affected by the unwanted noise 

levels can be collected through different NGOs and health organizations. The method employed 

for conducting the research involves both qualitative and quantitative research. Universe for 

studying status of implementation and for checking awareness of noise pollution among the 

people of Delhi will be the area of National Capital Territory of Delhi.  

(a) The relevant matter regarding Government policies bye laws have to be examined in 

order to identify the problem. In this context efforts also have to be made to collect and 

classify the opinion of the apex court, authors and lawyers. 

(b) Secondary datain this study for the purpose of arranging materials will be books,the 

Constitution of India, Government documents, the official reports, journals, magazines, 

newspapers and various websites. All the modern law institutions andlibraries will be 

visited as per required.  

Data Sources: 

The raw data used for instant research will be collected by interviewing sample units out of three 

sample frames that is Delhi Pollution Control Board, Polluting agents (factories, flour mills, 

various bars and restaurants etc.) and the victims of noise pollution through various health 

organizations.  

Sampling: 

The universe out of which sample frame has been formed for collecting primary data for instant 

empirical research will be South Delhi and WestDelhi. Sample units and sample frames are as 

follows respectively: 

1. Sample unit: Delhi pollution control board. 

2. Sample unit: Polluting agents (various factories, flour mills, bars and restaurants, 

marriage halls, institutions with loudspeakers etc. will be visited in order to find out the 

effective noise barriers installed or not to curb the noise pollution) 
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3. Sample unit: Victims of noise pollution (Appointment is to be taken by the researcher for 

interviewing the people who are suffering in various health organizations or those who 

have reported annoyance due to noise in various NGO’s). 

Interview schedule  

The preliminary part of the interview schedule will firstly provide the brief information about the 

theme and objective of this research and thereafter the second part will seek basic introductory 

information about the respondent. 

After the introductory part comes the main portion of the schedule which will consist of some 

open ended, some closed ended and some dichotomous questions in the schedule. In the end 

instructions will be given to the respondents that if they don’t want to disclose their identity, they 

are free to respond with the anonymous identity.  

Analysis 

An analysis of the constitutional provisions, statutory framework, judicial interpretations, 

scientific literature, and the proposed empirical research design reveals that noise pollution has 

emerged as a serious and multidimensional environmental problem in India, particularly in 

urban agglomerations such as the National Capital Territory of Delhi. Although the right to a 

clean and healthy environment has been judicially recognized as an integral part of the right to 

life under Article 21 of the Constitution of India, the practical enforcement of noise control 

mechanisms remains inadequate. 

The analysis shows that India lacks a comprehensive and independent legislation exclusively 

devoted to noise pollution. While noise has been included as an air pollutant under the Air 

(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 and is regulated through the Environment 

(Protection) Act, 1986 and the Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000, these legal 

instruments have not been implemented effectively. Persistent violations of prescribed noise 

limits are evident in residential, commercial, silence, and industrial zones, especially during 

religious events, marriage functions, political gatherings, traffic congestion, and industrial 

operations. 

A critical review of scientific and medical literature confirms that noise pollution has far-

reaching adverse effects on human health, extending beyond hearing impairment to include 

sleep disturbances, cardiovascular diseases, hypertension, mental stress, reduced work efficiency, 

and behavioral disorders. The findings of the World Health Organization and various empirical 

studies establish noise as a major public health hazard. Workers in industries, transport hubs, and 
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commercial zones face prolonged exposure to hazardous noise levels, resulting in cumulative 

physiological and psychological damage. 

The proposed empirical methodology—based on primary data from the Delhi Pollution Control 

Board, polluting establishments, and affected citizens—highlights the significant gap between 

legal standards and ground-level realities. Despite the availability of technical solutions such 

as noise barriers, silencers, zoning regulations, and soundproofing, their adoption remains 

limited due to lack of awareness, poor enforcement, insufficient monitoring, and weak inter-

institutional coordination. 

Thus, the analysis demonstrates that the problem of noise pollution in Delhi is not merely a 

legislative deficiency but a consequence of ineffective enforcement, inadequate public 

awareness, lack of accountability, and insufficient political and administrative 

commitment. 

Conclusion 

The present study leads to the conclusion that noise pollution has become a critical 

environmental, public health, and human rights issue in India, particularly in densely 

populated urban regions like the National Capital Territory of Delhi. Although constitutional 

safeguards, environmental laws, and judicial pronouncements provide a legal foundation for 

noise control, their practical effectiveness remains limited. 

The hypothesis that existing legal provisions are sufficient to curb noise pollution is only 

partially valid. While the legal framework exists, its impact is diluted by weak implementation, 

inadequate surveillance, and minimal public participation. Excessive noise generated by traffic, 

industries, religious institutions, social functions, and commercial activities continues to infringe 

upon citizens’ right to live with dignity, peace, and good health. 

The study further establishes that noise pollution should not be viewed merely as a technological 

or environmental concern, but as a serious public health and socio-legal challenge. Individuals 

have a fundamental right to a satisfactory acoustic environment, and this right should not be 

compromised by avoidable and unnecessary noise imposed by others. 

Therefore, the study strongly recommends: 

1. Enactment of a specific and comprehensive national legislation exclusively addressing 

noise pollution. 
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2. Strengthening of enforcement mechanisms through empowered pollution control 

authorities and local administrations. 

3. Promotion of cost-effective and sustainable noise mitigation measures, including 

barriers and urban planning solutions. 

4. Increased public awareness and community participation through education, NGOs, 

and media. 

5. Integration of judicial principles and WHO guidelines into policy formulation and 

implementation. 

In conclusion, a coordinated approach combining law, policy, technology, and public 

participation is essential to combat noise pollution effectively. Only through such an integrated 

strategy can the State ensure a healthy acoustic environment and uphold the constitutional 

promise of a dignified and meaningful life for present and future generations. 
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