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Abstract

Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) are deeply rooted in ecological awareness, promoting a
harmonious relationship between humans and nature. This paper examines how the
ecological philosophies within IKS—Ilike reverence for natural elements, principles of
sustainability, and interconnectedness—are echoed and explored in English literature, both
by Indian authors and those inspired by Indian thought. By integrating insights from ancient
Indian texts such as the Vedas, Upanishads, and indigenous folk traditions, this study
highlights how these philosophies shape environmental narratives and foster a nuanced,
holistic approach to ecological issues.

In English literature, environmental themes often reflect Western ideas of nature as a
resource to be managed or controlled. However, the infusion of IKS principles adds depth to
ecological discourse by viewing nature as sacred and emphasizing stewardship over
dominance. This perspective is especially evident in the works of Indian English writers like
Amitav Ghosh, Arundhati Roy, and Ruskin Bond, who incorporate IKS philosophies to depict
nature not merely as a setting but as an active participant in human lives and histories. Their
works reveal the impact of industrialization and exploitation on the environment, advocating
for a return to indigenous and sustainable practices rooted in traditional Indian thought.
Furthermore, this paper argues that English literature, when informed by Indian ecological
philosophies, fosters global environmental consciousness by offering alternative ways of
relating to the environment. By examining the fusion of IKS with English literary traditions,
this research underscores the significance of cultural perspectives in environmental
discourse. It also promotes the idea that integrating indigenous ecological knowledge within
global narratives can contribute meaningfully to contemporary environmentalism, making
English literature a powerful medium for both preservation and advocacy.
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Introduction

The concept of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) encompasses a diverse array of traditional
wisdom, philosophical thought, and cultural practices rooted in India’s ancient heritage.
These systems, developed over millennia, provide a holistic understanding of the natural
world, emphasizing interconnectedness, sustainability, and respect for the environment.
Central to IKS is the view that humans are part of a larger ecological network, where every
element—whether living or non-living—is interconnected and possesses intrinsic value. This
ecological consciousness, present in ancient Indian texts like the Vedas, Upanishads, and
Puranas, as well as in indigenous tribal traditions, advocates for a balanced, symbiotic
relationship with nature.

In contrast, the dominant narratives in Western environmental discourse, often reflected in
English literature, have historically been shaped by a more anthropocentric outlook, viewing
nature primarily as a resource for human consumption. However, in recent decades, there has
been a shift in English literary traditions towards a more eco-centric perspective, one that
resonates with the philosophies embedded within IKS. The works of Indian English writers,
as well as authors influenced by Indian thought, offer a unique synthesis of these
perspectives, bridging the gap between Western environmental narratives and traditional
Indian ecological wisdom.

This paper aims to explore the influence of Indian Knowledge Systems on environmental
themes in English literature, highlighting how ancient Indian ecological principles are
interwoven into modern literary works. By examining texts from notable Indian authors such
as Amitav Ghosh, Arundhati Roy, and Ruskin Bond, this study seeks to illustrate how IKS
has shaped environmental discourse, offering an alternative framework for understanding
humanity’s relationship with the natural world. It argues that the integration of IKS in English
literature not only enriches literary narratives but also contributes to the global movement
towards ecological sustainability and cultural preservation, underscoring the need for diverse,
indigenous voices in addressing contemporary environmental challenges.

Literature Review

The exploration of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) within the context of environmental
discourse has garnered increasing attention across academic disciplines, including literary
studies, cultural ecology, and postcolonial theory. Scholars have noted that IKS, rooted in
ancient texts such as the Vedas, Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, and various indigenous folk
traditions, offer a profound understanding of the interconnectedness between humans and
nature. This holistic view of the environment contrasts sharply with the often-utilitarian
approach of Western ecological perspectives, which tend to prioritize human dominance over
nature. This literature review examines the key contributions to the study of IKS and their
representation in English literature, focusing on themes of environmental consciousness,
cultural integration, and sustainability.
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1. Indian Ecological Philosophy and Literary Representation

Scholars like Vandana Shiva (1993) and Ramachandra Guha (1990) have highlighted the rich
ecological philosophies embedded in Indian cultural traditions, which emphasize the
symbiotic relationship between humans and their environment. These works underscore the
relevance of indigenous ecological wisdom, particularly in addressing modern environmental
crises. In literature, this perspective has been effectively incorporated by Indian English
writers such as Ruskin Bond, whose nature writing reflects an intrinsic respect for the
environment inspired by local traditions, and Amitav Ghosh, who vividly portrays the impact
of colonial exploitation on India’s ecosystems in works like The Hungry Tide.

2. Postcolonial Perspectives on Environmental Discourse

Postcolonial literary criticism has also played a significant role in analyzing the intersection
of IKS and environmental themes. Scholars like Gayatri Spivak (1999) have explored how
colonial narratives, primarily conveyed through English literature, often marginalized
indigenous knowledge and ecological practices. By reclaiming these voices, contemporary
Indian writers have brought traditional ecological values to the forefront, challenging
dominant Western narratives. For instance, Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things
incorporates local ecological sensibilities, presenting the river as a living entity central to the
community's cultural and ecological identity.

3. Integration of IKS in Ecocriticism

Ecocriticism, a field dedicated to the study of literature and the environment, has expanded its
scope to include non-Western ecological perspectives. Scholars like Rob Nixon (2011) have
discussed the concept of “slow violence,” connecting environmental degradation to the
exploitation of marginalized communities and their traditional knowledge. In the Indian
context, this form of analysis has revealed how IKS can provide alternative frameworks for
understanding ecological degradation. The application of IKS in ecocritical analysis
highlights a shift from anthropocentric narratives towards a more inclusive, biocentric
approach, as seen in the works of Indian poets and novelists who celebrate nature’s spiritual
and cultural significance.

4. Challenges of Translating Indigenous Ecological Wisdom into English Literature
While IKS offers a rich repository of ecological thought, the translation of these philosophies
into English literature presents challenges. Scholars like A.K. Ramanujan (1991) have
discussed the limitations of translating cultural and linguistic nuances, which often leads to a
loss of the original context and meaning. Despite these challenges, authors like R.K. Narayan
and Anita Desai have effectively bridged the gap, incorporating traditional ecological
knowledge in their English-language works, thus making it accessible to a global audience
while retaining its essence.

5. The Role of Indian English Writers in Promoting Ecological Sustainability

Indian English writers have played a pivotal role in integrating IKS into mainstream
environmental discourse. Their works not only reflect ecological themes but also serve as a
medium for advocating sustainability. For instance, in Amitav Ghosh’s Gun Island, the
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narrative explores climate change and migration, weaving in elements of traditional Indian
folklore that emphasize the interconnectedness of life. Such literary representations align with
IKS principles, promoting a sustainable vision that challenges the dominant paradigms of
industrialization and ecological exploitation.

Methodology
This research adopts a qualitative approach, utilizing textual analysis and a multidisciplinary
framework to explore the integration of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) into environmental
discourse within English literature. The study aims to investigate how IKS concepts such as
interconnectedness, sustainability, and reverence for nature are reflected and articulated in the
works of Indian English writers. The methodology comprises three main components: literary
analysis, cultural-historical contextualization, and comparative analysis.
1. Textual Analysis
Textual analysis forms the core of this research, focusing on selected literary works by
prominent Indian English writers such as Amitav Ghosh, Arundhati Roy, Ruskin Bond, and
others. The analysis will involve a close reading of key texts, identifying themes, symbols,
and narrative strategies that convey ecological philosophies rooted in IKS. This includes
examining how the authors depict nature as an active entity, the use of indigenous cultural
references, and the portrayal of environmental degradation through an IKS lens. The primary
texts selected for analysis include:

e The Hungry Tide by Amitav Ghosh

e The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy

e Ruskin Bond’s nature essays and short stories
These texts were chosen for their explicit engagement with environmental issues and their
incorporation of traditional Indian ecological knowledge.
2. Cultural-Historical Contextualization
To understand the portrayal of IKS in English literature, this research will contextualize the
selected texts within the broader cultural and historical background of Indian ecological
thought. This involves examining ancient Indian texts such as the Vedas, Upanishads, and
traditional folk narratives that provide insights into IKS principles. By drawing connections
between these ancient sources and modern literary representations, the study seeks to
illustrate the continuity and adaptation of ecological wisdom across different historical
periods and literary forms.
3. Comparative Analysis
The study will also employ a comparative analysis between Western and Indian ecological
perspectives as represented in English literature. By comparing the depiction of nature in
works influenced by Western environmental thought (e.g., Romantic poetry) with those
rooted in IKS, the research aims to highlight key differences and convergences. This
comparative approach will help reveal how Indian writers incorporate traditional ecological
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values to challenge dominant anthropocentric narratives and promote a more biocentric view
of the environment.

4. Secondary Sources and Interdisciplinary Approach

In addition to the primary literary texts, the research will utilize a wide range of secondary
sources, including scholarly articles, critical essays, and historical studies on IKS and
environmental discourse. The interdisciplinary nature of this study will draw on insights from
ecocriticism, postcolonial theory, and cultural studies to provide a comprehensive analysis of
the intersection between IKS and English literature. This will help situate the literary works
within the broader academic conversations about indigenous knowledge, sustainability, and
environmental justice.

Data Analysis and Interpretation

The findings from the textual analysis and comparative study will be synthesized to identify
recurring themes and patterns. The interpretation of these findings will focus on
understanding how Indian English writers use literary techniques to convey ecological
philosophies rooted in IKS and how these representations contribute to broader
environmental narratives.

Analysis

This section provides an in-depth examination of how Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) are
represented in English literature, focusing on the works of selected Indian English writers.
Through this analysis, the study aims to illustrate the incorporation of IKS principles into
literary narratives and their role in shaping environmental discourse. The analysis is
structured around three main themes: the depiction of nature and ecological
interconnectedness, the critique of colonial and industrial exploitation, and the advocacy for
sustainability and indigenous wisdom.

1. Depiction of Nature and Ecological Interconnectedness

A central tenet of Indian Knowledge Systems is the belief in the interconnectedness of all
living and non-living elements. This ecological philosophy, rooted in ancient Indian texts like
the Vedas and Upanishads, views nature not merely as a resource but as a sacred, living
entity. This perspective is vividly portrayed in the works of Indian English writers, who draw
on traditional Indian concepts to depict a deep, spiritual relationship between humans and
nature.

For instance, in Amitav Ghosh’s The Hungry Tide, the Sundarbans mangrove forest is
depicted as a dynamic, sentient environment, integral to the lives and cultures of the local
communities. Ghosh uses the tidal landscape as a metaphor for the fluid, interconnected
nature of existence, reflecting IKS principles that emphasize the cyclical and symbiotic
relationships within ecosystems. The narrative weaves in folklore and indigenous knowledge,
such as the legend of Bon Bibi, a local deity revered as the protector of the forest. Through
this, Ghosh illustrates the intrinsic ecological wisdom of the region’s inhabitants, who respect
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the forest as a living entity, embodying the IKS concept of prakriti (nature) as sacred and
interconnected.

Similarly, Ruskin Bond’s nature essays and stories often celebrate the Indian landscape,
portraying it with an almost spiritual reverence. Bond’s writing reflects the influence of IKS
by focusing on the harmony between human life and the natural environment, particularly in
the Himalayan foothills. His descriptive passages, filled with observations of plants, animals,
and weather patterns, mirror the detailed ecological knowledge found in Indian folk
traditions. Bond’s works highlight the IKS belief in nature as a teacher and source of wisdom,
offering insights into living sustainably and in balance with the environment.

2. Critique of Colonial and Industrial Exploitation

Many Indian English writers use their works to critique the colonial and industrial
exploitation of India’s natural resources, which disrupted traditional ecological practices and
marginalized indigenous knowledge. This theme aligns with postcolonial critiques that
emphasize the detrimental impact of Western scientific paradigms and capitalist enterprises
on India’s ecological systems.

In Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things, the river Meenachal serves as a powerful
symbol of the community’s cultural and ecological identity. The narrative contrasts the river’s
role in local traditions with the destructive effects of industrial development. Roy’s portrayal
of the river draws on IKS, which often depicts rivers as sacred entities with their own
consciousness, rather than mere physical resources. By incorporating these traditional beliefs,
Roy highlights the deep cultural and spiritual loss caused by environmental degradation,
critiquing the capitalist mindset that prioritizes profit over ecological and cultural
sustainability.

Amitav Ghosh’s Gun Island further explores the impact of climate change, driven by
industrialization, on both human and natural systems. The novel intertwines contemporary
environmental issues with elements of Indian folklore, presenting a narrative where
traditional ecological wisdom offers a counter-narrative to the destructive practices of modern
industry. By integrating IKS concepts into his storytelling, Ghosh challenges the dominant
anthropocentric worldview and calls for a re-evaluation of humanity’s relationship with
nature.

3. Advocacy for Sustainability and Indigenous Wisdom

Indian Knowledge Systems provide a rich foundation for sustainable practices, emphasizing
the principles of balance, conservation, and respect for all forms of life. These principles are
often reflected in the works of Indian English writers, who use their narratives to advocate for
a return to indigenous ecological wisdom as a means of addressing contemporary
environmental challenges.

In The Hungry Tide, Ghosh portrays the traditional knowledge of the Sundarbans’ fishermen
and honey collectors, who have learned to coexist with the dangerous yet life-giving
environment of the mangrove forest. This portrayal contrasts sharply with the invasive,
unsustainable practices introduced by outsiders, who lack an understanding of the region’s
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ecological dynamics. Ghosh’s narrative suggests that the survival of both the environment
and the local communities depends on the preservation of traditional ecological practices
rooted in IKS.

Ruskin Bond’s writings often convey a message of environmental stewardship, inspired by
his intimate connection with nature and his respect for indigenous ecological practices. His
essays and stories, set in the Indian countryside, emphasize the importance of simple,
sustainable living, echoing the IKS principles of minimalism and balance. Bond’s works
serve as a gentle reminder of the wisdom embedded in traditional ways of life, which
prioritize ecological health and sustainability over material excess.

Integration of IKS in Ecocriticism

Ecocriticism, the study of literature and the environment, has increasingly recognized the
value of non-Western ecological perspectives, including those derived from Indian
Knowledge Systems. Scholars like Rob Nixon and Vandana Shiva have highlighted the
importance of incorporating indigenous ecological wisdom into global environmental
discourse. The analysis of Indian English literature through the lens of ecocriticism reveals
how IKS principles challenge the dominant anthropocentric narratives and offer alternative
frameworks for understanding the environment.

By focusing on the spiritual and cultural significance of nature, Indian English writers
contribute to a biocentric worldview that aligns with the core tenets of IKS. This approach
not only enriches literary narratives but also offers a valuable perspective for contemporary
environmentalism, advocating for a more inclusive and culturally grounded understanding of
ecological sustainability.

Therefore, the detailed analysis of Indian English literature reveals a profound engagement
with Indian Knowledge Systems, particularly in the representation of ecological themes. The
works of authors like Amitav Ghosh, Arundhati Roy, and Ruskin Bond illustrate how IKS
principles of interconnectedness, reverence for nature, and sustainability are woven into
literary narratives, providing a counterpoint to Western environmental discourses that often
prioritize human dominance and exploitation. Through their writing, these authors advocate
for a reconnection with traditional ecological wisdom, highlighting its relevance in
addressing the global environmental crises of today. By integrating IKS into English literary
discourse, they contribute to a more holistic and culturally diverse approach to environmental
sustainability, underscoring the value of indigenous knowledge in shaping the future of
ecological thought.

Findings

The analysis of selected Indian English literary works highlights several key findings
regarding the integration of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) in shaping environmental
discourse. These findings emphasize the cultural significance, ecological wisdom, and
narrative strategies employed by Indian writers to convey traditional ecological values,
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challenging dominant Western narratives and offering alternative frameworks for
understanding nature and sustainability.

1. Emphasis on Ecological Interconnectedness

One of the most significant findings is the emphasis on the interconnectedness of all life
forms, a core tenet of Indian Knowledge Systems. The selected literary texts portray nature
not as a passive backdrop but as an active participant in the narrative, echoing the IKS
worldview where humans, animals, plants, and inanimate elements are seen as part of a
single, unified ecological web. This holistic perspective is evident in Amitav Ghosh’s The
Hungry Tide, where the Sundarbans mangrove ecosystem is depicted as a living, dynamic
entity, central to the lives of the characters. Similarly, Ruskin Bond’s writings often reflect a
deep reverence for the natural environment, capturing the interconnectedness of mountain
flora, fauna, and human communities.

2. Revival of Indigenous Ecological Wisdom

Indian English writers play a crucial role in reviving and preserving indigenous ecological
knowledge, which is often marginalized in mainstream environmental discourse. By
incorporating folklore, local myths, and traditional ecological practices into their narratives,
these authors draw attention to the ecological wisdom embedded in Indian cultural traditions.
For instance, the inclusion of the Bon Bibi legend in The Hungry Tide serves to highlight the
traditional knowledge systems of the Sundarbans’ communities, who have developed
sustainable ways of coexisting with their environment. This revival of IKS within literary
works underscores the importance of indigenous knowledge in fostering sustainable
environmental practices and resisting the homogenizing effects of globalization and
industrialization.

3. Critique of Anthropocentrism and Colonial Exploitation

The analysis reveals that Indian English literature frequently critiques anthropocentric and
colonial perspectives, which prioritize human needs over ecological balance. The works of
Arundhati Roy and Amitav Ghosh, in particular, challenge the destructive legacy of
colonialism and the exploitation of India’s natural resources, which disrupted traditional
ecological practices. In The God of Small Things, Roy’s depiction of the Meenachal River as
a living entity reflects IKS principles and stands in contrast to the industrial activities that
degrade the environment. The critique of colonial exploitation in these texts serves as a
reminder of the long-term ecological damage caused by prioritizing economic gain over
environmental health.

4. Advocacy for Ecological Sustainability

A recurring theme in the analyzed texts is the advocacy for ecological sustainability, drawing
on IKS principles that emphasize conservation and balance. Indian English writers often
portray traditional ways of living that are in harmony with nature, suggesting that these
practices offer valuable lessons for addressing contemporary environmental issues. In Ruskin
Bond’s essays, there is a recurring focus on the simplicity and sustainability of rural life,
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where the local communities practice minimalism and coexistence with nature. This narrative
aligns with the IKS emphasis on the ethical treatment of nature and sustainable resource use.
5. Cultural Preservation Through Literary Narratives

The integration of Indian Knowledge Systems in English literature serves as a tool for
cultural preservation, helping to safeguard traditional ecological knowledge from erasure in a
rapidly globalizing world. By embedding IKS concepts in their stories, Indian English writers
contribute to the preservation of cultural heritage and provide a platform for indigenous
voices. This is particularly important in the context of environmental literature, where the
inclusion of diverse cultural perspectives can offer new insights and solutions for global
ecological challenges.

6. Influence on Global Environmental Discourse

The analysis suggests that the integration of IKS into English literary narratives has the
potential to influence global environmental discourse by introducing non-Western
perspectives on ecology and sustainability. Indian English writers like Amitav Ghosh and
Arundhati Roy use their global reach to advocate for an eco-centric worldview, rooted in IKS
principles. Their works challenge the dominant narratives of industrial progress and advocate
for a return to traditional ecological wisdom, offering alternative models of environmental
stewardship that emphasize interconnectedness, respect for nature, and sustainability.
Discussion

The exploration of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) within English literature offers a unique
and valuable perspective on environmental discourse, challenging the dominant
anthropocentric narratives and advocating for a more holistic, eco-centric worldview. This
discussion section synthesizes the findings and reflects on the broader implications of
integrating IKS principles into English literary works, emphasizing their relevance in
addressing contemporary environmental challenges and contributing to global sustainability
efforts.

1. Reimagining Environmental Narratives through IKS

The analysis highlights that Indian English writers often employ IKS as a narrative
framework, reimagining the relationship between humans and nature in their literary works.
This approach contrasts with the predominantly Western ecological discourse, which has
historically emphasized human control over nature. The incorporation of IKS principles, such
as the interconnectedness of all life and the sacredness of natural elements, presents a
paradigm shift from an anthropocentric to a biocentric worldview. For instance, in Amitav
Ghosh’s The Hungry Tide, the narrative positions the Sundarbans ecosystem as a protagonist,
illustrating the IKS concept of prakriti (nature) as an active, sentient force. These
reimagining challenges readers to view the environment as an entity with intrinsic value,
deserving of respect and protection.

2. The Role of Postcolonial Critique in Environmental Discourse

The critique of colonial and industrial exploitation, as seen in the works of Arundhati Roy
and Amitav Ghosh, reflects a broader postcolonial perspective that emphasizes the destructive
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impact of Western imperialism on India’s ecological systems. The disruption of traditional
ecological practices and the marginalization of indigenous knowledge by colonial powers
have had lasting effects, which are still evident in contemporary environmental degradation.
Indian English literature, informed by IKS, challenges this legacy by reclaiming and
celebrating indigenous ecological wisdom.

Through their narratives, these writers confront the historical injustices of colonial
environmental exploitation, advocating for a return to the sustainable practices inherent in
IKS. This critique aligns with postcolonial ecocriticism, which seeks to decolonize
environmental discourse by foregrounding the voices and knowledge systems of indigenous
and marginalized communities. By doing so, Indian English literature not only contributes to
the preservation of cultural heritage but also provides a valuable framework for rethinking
environmental sustainability in the postcolonial context.

3. IKS as a Framework for Ecological Sustainability

The findings underscore the relevance of IKS principles in promoting ecological
sustainability, particularly in the face of escalating environmental crises such as climate
change, deforestation, and biodiversity loss. The emphasis on balance, conservation, and
respect for nature, which are central to IKS, offers a valuable counter-narrative to the
industrial, growth-oriented models that dominate global environmental policies. Indian
English writers like Ruskin Bond and Amitav Ghosh highlight these principles in their works,
presenting traditional ecological practices as viable alternatives to modern, unsustainable
methods.

The portrayal of indigenous communities in these literary works illustrates how IKS can
inform practical strategies for sustainable living, drawing on centuries of accumulated
knowledge about local ecosystems. For example, the honey collectors and fishermen in 7The
Hungry Tide practice sustainable resource use, guided by traditional ecological wisdom
passed down through generations. This representation suggests that integrating IKS into
contemporary environmental policies could help foster a more balanced and sustainable
approach to resource management, rooted in the principles of conservation and coexistence.
4. Challenges of Translating IKS into English Literature

While the integration of IKS into English literary narratives offers significant cultural and
ecological insights, it also presents certain challenges. The process of translating traditional
ecological knowledge into English can result in a loss of cultural nuance and context, as
noted by scholars like A.K. Ramanujan. The linguistic and cultural differences between IKS
and Western literary traditions may lead to a simplification or misinterpretation of indigenous
concepts. Despite these challenges, many Indian English writers have successfully bridged
this gap, using storytelling techniques, cultural symbolism, and folklore to convey the
essence of IKS.

Moreover, the incorporation of IKS in English literature raises questions about the
representation and ownership of indigenous knowledge. While the dissemination of IKS
through global literary platforms can promote cultural understanding, it also risks
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commodifying traditional knowledge, detaching it from its original context and community.
This highlights the need for a sensitive and respectful approach in literary representations of
IKS, ensuring that the integrity and authenticity of indigenous ecological wisdom are
preserved.

5. Broader Implications for Global Environmental Discourse

The integration of Indian Knowledge Systems into English literature has broader implications
for global environmental discourse, particularly in advocating for a more inclusive, culturally
diverse approach to sustainability. As the world grapples with complex ecological challenges,
the wisdom embedded in IKS offers valuable insights into sustainable living and ecological
balance. Indian English writers, by incorporating these principles into their works, contribute
to a global dialogue that recognizes the importance of indigenous voices and knowledge
systems in shaping environmental policy and practice.

The shift towards an eco-centric, IKS-informed perspective in literature reflects a growing
awareness of the limitations of Western scientific paradigms in addressing ecological crises.
It suggests that a deeper engagement with traditional knowledge systems could complement
contemporary scientific approaches, fostering a more holistic understanding of the
environment that includes cultural, spiritual, and ecological dimensions.

Future Scope
The integration of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) into English literature opens up exciting
avenues for further research and exploration, especially in the context of environmental
discourse, postcolonial studies, and global sustainability efforts. The following areas
highlight potential directions for future research:
1. Expanding the Analysis to Diverse Literary Genres.

1.  Comparative Studies Across Indigenous Knowledge Systems.

1. Integration of IKS into Contemporary Ecocriticism.

iv.  Interdisciplinary Research Linking IKS and Environmental Science

v.  Cultural Preservation and Indigenous Rights

vi.  Digital Humanities and IKS Archiving

Conclusion

The study of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) in the context of English literature reveals a
profound, culturally rooted ecological wisdom that offers alternative perspectives on
environmental discourse. Through the works of prominent Indian English writers such as
Amitav Ghosh, Arundhati Roy, and Ruskin Bond, it is evident that IKS principles, including
interconnectedness, sustainability, and reverence for nature, play a crucial role in shaping
narratives that challenge the dominant, anthropocentric worldview. These authors draw upon
traditional ecological knowledge and cultural beliefs to present a vision of nature as an active,
sentient entity deserving of respect and ethical consideration.

149


http://www.theasianthinker.com/
mailto:asianthinkerjournal@gmail.com

The Asian Thinker
A Quarterly Bilingual Peer-Reviewed Journal for Social Sciences and Humanities
Year-7 Volume: IV (Special), October-December, 2025
Issue-28 ISSN: 2582-1296 (Online)
Website: www.theasianthinker.com Email: asianthinkerjournal@gmail.com

The analysis underscores the significance of incorporating IKS in literary narratives as a
means of reviving and preserving indigenous ecological wisdom. By weaving folklore,
cultural symbolism, and local myths into their stories, Indian English writers not only
celebrate the rich heritage of traditional knowledge but also critique the historical exploitation
of natural resources under colonial rule. This postcolonial perspective highlights the lasting
impact of Western industrial paradigms on India's ecological systems and advocates for a
return to sustainable, community-driven practices informed by IKS.

The findings suggest that the integration of IKS into English literature provides a powerful
framework for addressing contemporary environmental challenges. The holistic, biocentric
approach inherent in IKS contrasts with the fragmented, resource-driven mindset prevalent in
global environmental policies, offering a more balanced and culturally inclusive perspective
on sustainability. Indian English writers, by emphasizing traditional ecological values,
contribute to a global dialogue that recognizes the importance of indigenous knowledge
systems in fostering ecological resilience and environmental justice.

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that Indian Knowledge Systems offer valuable insights
for rethinking our relationship with the environment, both within literature and in broader
ecological discourse. By integrating IKS principles into their narratives, Indian English
writers not only enrich literary traditions but also inspire a more compassionate, sustainable
approach to environmental stewardship. The research highlights the need for greater
recognition and inclusion of IKS in global environmental dialogues, suggesting that the
wisdom embedded in these ancient systems holds significant potential for guiding humanity
towards a more harmonious and sustainable future.
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