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Abstract 

Delhi is an Indian Union Territory with its legislative assembly and a lieutenant governor. 

There are 70 Legislative Assembly constituencies and 7 Lok Sabha constituencies in Delhi. 

Focusing on local issues, citizens are increasingly voting. They are making a clear difference 

between state and central level politics. The study shows that the Delhi constituency has 

voted differently in national and state elections since the 2013 assembly elections. A keen 

glance at Delhi's voting pattern shows a sharp difference in the way the city selects state and 

national representatives. For example, Delhi voted largely in favour of the BJP in the 2019 

Lok Sabha election, with the party capturing all 7 seats with significant margins. But just 

after the BJP's huge win, AAP won 62 of the 70 assembly seats in the 2020 Delhi Assembly 

election. The paper aims to analyse how the voting trend in Delhi differed in national and 

local elections.   
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Introduction 

The 2020 election for the Delhi Assembly proved that voters have made a clear distinction 

between national and state elections.  The Arvind Kejriwal's AamAadmi party won 62 seats 

out of 70 with a vote share of 53.57 percent and BJP only secured 8 seats. But before that, the 

Bharatiya Janata Party received 56.86 percent of the votes in the 2019 general election and 

captured all 7 Lok Sabha seats in the national capital, while AAP was a distant third with a 

voting share of 18.2 percent. 

A three-way battle took place between the AAP, the BJP, and the INC. By winning 62 

seats out of 70 and 5 less than the previous election, the AamAadmi Party has secured the 

Delhi Assembly Election 2020. BJP had a 5-seat gain than previously, having secured 8 seats 

in Delhi Election Result 2020.  
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Historically, the electoral rivalry in Delhi has been between the two national parties, 

the Bharatiya Janata Party and the Congress. During 1993-98, the BJP was in power and then, 

after winning three consecutive elections in 1998, 2003, and 2008, the Congress enjoyed 15-

year power. 

In the 2013 Delhi assembly election, AamAadmi Party entered Delhi's electoral 

politics, which tried to challenge the historical supremacy of Congress and the BJP primarily 

through its anti-corruption agenda. It won 28 of the 70 seats and emerged as the second-

largest party after the BJP, which won 31 seats. The Congress was forced to win only 8 seats 

and come third.  In January 2015, the Delhi assembly re-election was declared. The capital 

has been witnessing a three-way battle between the BJP, Congress, and the AAP, since the 

entry of the AamAadmi Party (AAP) into Delhi's electoral Politics. 

The 2014 general election gave the BJP a smooth win of all seven Lok Sabha seats in 

Delhi with a 46.63 percent voting share without AAP and Congress winning. But the AAP 

won 67 out of 70 seats with 54.3 percent of the votes in the assembly polls in February 2015 

and the BJP polled 32.3 percent, while Congress was a distant third with only 9.7 percent of 

the vote. By winning 67 of the 70 seats AAP practically crippled both the BJP and the 

Congress, while the BJP had to be content with only 3 seats. Congress was drawing a blank. 

However, the flip fortunes happened again in the 2019 Lok Sabha and 2020 Assembly polls. 

Delhi, India’s capital territory  

The importance of Delhi derives from its status as the capital of the country. Delhi represents 

the country's religious, cultural, geographical, and linguistic diversity, without saying that 

occupying political power in the city-state gives national and international prestige to the 

chief minister- the head of government. Delhi is an Indian Union Territory with its legislative 

assembly and a lieutenant governor. The Delhi Legislative Assembly is made up of 70 

constituencies and there are 7 Lok Sabha seats. Delhi has its own Lieutenant Governor, a 

ministerial council, and a chief minister. The Lieutenant Governor is the nominal Head of 

State and is assigned by the President of India. The Delhi High Court and the two lower 

courts consist of the judiciary, namely the Small Causes Court for civil cases and the Sessions 

Court for criminal cases. India's Supreme Court is also located here. The Municipal 

Corporation of Delhi (MCD), the New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC), and the Delhi 

Cantonment Board are three central municipal corporations in Delhi. 

Review of literature 

Rahul Verma and Pranav Gupta (February 6, 2020) analysed the transfer votes of key voters 

of BJP to AAP in Delhi Assembly Elections but they voted for BJP in Lok Sabha elections. 

In their Paper ‘We analysed BJP voters who voted AAP in Delhi but Modi in Lok Sabha. 

This is what we found’. They evaluated the 2015 post-poll survey to assess the profile of 

voters who remained with the BJP in both assemblies (as the core BJP) and those who moved 

between 2014 and 2015 to other parties (primarily AAP). Post-poll surveys also ask about the 

purpose of voting in the current election and also in the previous election. The BJP voters 
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who migrated to the AAP in 2014 were more likely to be rural, living in colonies that are 

underdeveloped, less educated and exposed to media outlets, and lower caste. 

Rekha Diwakar (2016) discussed the 2015 Delhi Assembly Election in her study of 

Local Contest, National Impact: Understanding the Success of India’s Aam Aadmi Party in 

2015 Delhi Assembly Election, Representation. She analysed the growth of the AAP party in 

the Delhi assembly and How a new anti-corruption political party, the Aam Aadmi Party 

(AAP), was able to achieve an unprecedented electoral win in the 2015 Delhi assembly 

election, thoroughly beating the Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP) and the Congress Party, the two 

national parties. Research says that replacing Congress in other states would be more difficult 

for the AAP than it was in Delhi, where Congress was already weak and discredited. In 

addition, not every state is as 'media-dense' as Delhi, and thus building the financial and 

organizational resources required to contest elections in other, larger states may be an 

obstacle to the national AAP's. 

An Article of Times of India ‘Why Delhi is a battle of prestige’ on Feb 20, 2020, is 

described, why is Delhi such a crucial fight for political parties? This examines the Agenda, 

Reasons, and the significance of winning the Delhi battle for the parties. According to this the 

main political parties contesting the Delhi assembly election- AAP, BJP, and the congress- 

theirs is a different reason to win the state. For Arvind Kejriwal- led AAP, this election will 

be about retaining its political relevance since this is the only state where it’s in power. for 

the congress, it is to recapture power in a state where it ruled for 15 years under Sheila 

Dikshit from 1998 to 2013. The BJP, which last governed Delhi in 1993-1998. 

According to Jonathan Hopkin (2003), Electoral politics tends to be increasingly 

'denationalized' in the larger Western democracies. non-state-wide political parties have risen 

in power, and calls for decentralization in recent years have led to significant institutional 

changes in large unitary states. As a result, the traditional understanding of party politics as 

essentially taking place at the national level, on national topics, between national parties, 

appears to be increasingly insufficient. This analysis hypothesizes a variety of party response 

trends and offers some preliminary evidence from Western European democracies, and 

especially from Britain, Italy, and Spain. This analysis demonstrates that the internal 

functioning of state-wide political parties is a key factor in understanding the relationship 

between institutional change and electoral politics' denationalization.'  

The study of Das Gupta & Morris-Jone's on Patterns and Trends in Indian Politics 

(1975) presented the analysis of aggregate electoral behaviour by correlating electoral data 

with the socio-economic variables publicized in the census reports. This book has proved 

most influential in stimulating ecological studies on Indian elections by geographers. The 

first results were visible in a series of papers by Dikshit and Sharma in the early 1980s. 

In his book Key Concept in Political Communication, author Darren G Lilleker 

(2006) presented 20 basic principles, structures, and professional practices of political 

communication. In political communication, the author discusses over 50 core concepts that 

cement different theory strands together. He discusses, illustrates, and provides selected 
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further reading, from aestheticization to virtual politics. He discusses both practical and 

theoretical problems related to political communication. He also critically analyses recent 

developments in this area. 

Faizil khan (January 09, 2020) analysed the voting behavior of Delhi voters in 

General Election, assembly election, and civic bodies over these six years throw up 

interesting insights. Article Shows the growth and the downfall of the Bhartiya Janata Party, 

AamAadmi Party, and Congress From 2013 to 2019. He compared how Delhi voters vote 

differently in local and national elections. 

Conclusion  

India is a federal democracy with independent states working under an overall constitutional 

establishment guaranteed by the Indian Union government. Therefore, as is common with 

federal structures, we have rather parallel and organized levels of decision-making in our 

country, one in each of the constituent states (State Assembly) and the other at the middle 

(Lok Sabha or the Parliament). Therefore, it is natural to assume that the electorate should 

have different sets of priorities, aspirations, and goals, while at the same time casting the 

electorate against the legislative ones for the Assembly elections. Although the option may 

often be in favour of a party that can defend its perceived regional interests more effectively 

in the state assembly elections; in the exercise of the Lok Sabha vote, an electorate is required 

to vote for an all-India party with established nationalistic credentials and giving a better that 

can guarantee political and economic stability, guaranteeing national security and also project 

respectable image for the country internationally. 

 After the elections to the 2013 Assembly. In national and state elections, 

the Delhi electorate voted differently. For instance, in the 2014 Lok Sabha election, Delhi 

voted heavily in support of the BJP, with the party winning all seven seats with large 

margins. But less than a year after the BJP's giant victory, AAP earned a stunning victory by 

winning 67 of 70 assembly seats. The AAP's rise has also meant that Congress is now a 

marginal player in Delhi's politics, and this is likely to continue again in these elections. 

 The AAP's entry into the Indian political scene and its success in the Delhi 

election of 2015 is an important development, especially as it has put the issue of corruption 

and clean governance at the forefront of electoral politics. As Wilkinson (2007: 135) argues, 

however, India's parties and politicians have to balance the demands of a reform-oriented 

constituency with more realistic concerns about supplying key constituencies with patronage 

to remain in power.'  

Therefore, it will be interesting to see how the AAP develops its electoral strategy, 

especially if it wants to grow beyond Delhi. 

 However, focusing on local issues, citizens are increasingly voting.   They make a 

strong distinction between politics at the state and the central level. A thorough investigation 

into the voting habits of Delhi shows the sharp variations in how the city selects its state and 

national representatives. 
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